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This document has been produced to support the Planning Permission 
in Principle (PPiP) application for the development of a new mixed use 
development at Grandhome, Aberdeen. It describes the landscape architecture 
component of the development proposals and reference should be made to 
the full submission and other supporting documents for detailed background 
information on other aspects of the application, including the description of 
the development proposal, the evolution of the proposal (in particular of the 
masterplan produced by Duany Plater-Zyberk & Co), technical considerations 
and the planning case that supports the wider proposal.
 

1. Introduction

Indicative Masterplan



Application for Planning Permission in Principle October 2013. Grandhome. Landscape Statement 5

1.1 Masterplan vision  

 The vision for Grandhome is a place that is 
diverse, attractive, vibrant and accessible, 
with a high quality environment that is safe 
and welcoming.  It will be a place with lively 
neighbourhood centres that provide a broad 
mix of uses and a range of community facilities.  
It will be a community where needs will be 
met locally, with a variety of different types of 
housing combined with employment areas where 
businesses can become established. Grandhome 
will be a high quality, well-connected place that 
is human scale and sociable; a place where 
travel priorities are such that walking, cycling or 
catching the bus are convenient, attractive and 
safe choices.  
 
 The settlement will have a high proportion of 
open space which will accommodate formal 
recreational facilities and informal places for rest 
and relaxation, as well as natural, untamed areas 
that support biodiversity. There will be a diverse 
range of different types of green space easily 
within reach of all residents that will provide a 
high level of amenity while supporting the physical 
and mental well being of the town’s occupants. 
The development will not be isolated from 
neighbouring communities; rather, the appropriate 
configuration of open spaces, connections and 
uses will foster interaction between neighbouring 
areas. 
 
 This document describes the landscape 
proposals for Phases 1 to 5 of the development, 
covering an area of approximately 226.73 ha and 
accommodating 4700 units. Its purpose is to 
describe how valuable existing landscape features 
will be protected or enhanced and new landscape 
features introduced, to help support the vision 
outlined above. 
 

1.2 Document structure 
 
 This introductory section is followed in Section 2 
by a description of the character and quality of the 
site at present, which is followed in Section 3 by the 
design proposals for the PPiP area.
 

1.3 Relevant policy 

 An important objective of the design approach 
is to help integrate the development with the 
surrounding landscape and ultimately to enhance 
that landscape in terms of appearance, amenity and 
environmental quality. The design aims to provide a 
full complement of landscape solutions within the 
settlement that will ensure an appropriate quality 
of life for its future inhabitants over the long term. 
Guidance was sought from the full range of relevant 
national and local agencies and reference made to 
their policy documents, as listed in Appendix 1.
 
 The impact of the development proposal in terms 
of Landscape and Visual Amenity has been 
comprehensively evaluated and this exercise is 
described in the relevant Technical Annex of the 
Environmental Statement. Section 2 below includes 
a succinct summary of those considerations 
and combines them with a wider analysis of the 
landscape to highlight the aspects that have shaped 
the landscape design proposals for the development.
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A key influence on the development 
of the Grandhome masterplan 
has been the appreciation of the 
qualities of the existing landscape 
in and around the development site. 
The proposals have endeavoured 
to protect worthwhile landscape 
features and build on the typical 
characteristics found locally, 
to create a development with a 
strong sense of place, rooted in the 
particular context of urban and 
rural Aberdeen/shire.

 

2.1 Site Context 

 The site is owned by the Grandhome Trust, which 
was established in 1966 by the Paton family who 
have held the land for more than 400 years. 

2. Existing Landscape Characteristics

The Grandhome site located 6km northwest 
of Aberdeen’s city centre, occupying a wedge 
of farmland lying between the built up areas of 
Bucksburn to the west and the Bridge of Don to 
the east and south. To the north, the site links to 
open, undeveloped farmland extending out over 
the Buchan Plateau. There are older, traditional 
residential communities with their own range of 
facilities to the west of Grandhome and on the far 
side of the River Don.

2.2 Site Description 

The site itself is greenfield land, predominantly 
under agriculture, with occasional woodland 
blocks and lengths of tree belt. A number of 
farmsteads and dwellings are dispersed within 
and around the edge of the site. The site straddles 
Whitestripes Road, a secondary road that 
connects the Bridge of Don area to the B997 
Scotchtown Road, and is traversed by a high 
voltage power line running broadly north-south 
across the eastern part of the site. 
  
 

Location
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2.3 Regional and local amenities  

The site represents one of the largest development 
opportunities to emerge in Aberdeen in recent years; it 
is situated within the Aberdeen to Peterhead economic 
corridor and integral to the emerging Energetica initiative. 

The site is well-located in terms of existing facilities 
and amenities. The Aberdeen Science and Technology 
Park and the Aberdeen Exhibition Centre are facilities 
of regional significance that lie within 2km of the 
site.  Within the adjacent neighbourhoods there is an 
assortment of community facilities including 4 primary 
schools, 2 senior schools, local shops and supermarkets, 
doctor and dentists’ surgeries, and sports facilities. 

The development of the site will result in improved 
accessibility in the area through related improvements to the 
road network serving the site. This is complemented by other 
strategic transport proposals such as the Third Don Crossing 
and the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (WPR).
 

Paths and cycleways

2.4 Paths and cycleways  

The existing Core Paths network (as identified by 
Aberdeen City Council [Aberdeen Local Development 
Plan 2012]) comes close to the site in three locations 
- at Whitestripes Farm, at the corner of Whitestripes 
Road and Whitestripes Avenue, and near the Parkway/
Whitestripes Avenue roundabout. 
 
An existing footpath link runs through the site  
from the end of the Core Path at Whitestripes Farm 
westwards to Clerkhill Wood, then circles south via 
Cothill to Persley Quarry woods. This path continues 
beyond the site to connect to other established  
paths running east and west along the Don, which  
have been identified by the City Council as potential 
future Core Paths and part of the National Cycle  
Route 1. The Council propose that the network  
will ultimately extend to the west side of the Don  
via a proposed foot/cycle bridge at the former 
Davidson’s Mill site.



Application for Planning Permission in Principle October 2013. Grandhome. Landscape Statement8

2.5 Topography   

The levels in the wider masterplan area range from 
approximately 30m AOD close to the River Don to 
approximately 90m AOD at the highest point of the site, 
on Whitestripes Road. In broad terms, the land slopes 
west, south and north from that high point. 
 
East of Monument Wood and south of Whitestripes 
Road, the land forms a tilted bowl shape, with steep 
northern slopes but opening out to the east and 
south. At the end of the 19th century, a manganese 
quarry was cut into the north facing slope here, but it 
is now obsolete. It remains as an excavation filled with 

water and with various small heaps of spoil around its 
edge. 
 
North of Whitestripes Road the land falls away to the north, 
becoming steeper towards to the site boundary. A small 
valley cuts into this slope running west from Whitestripes 
Farm, with a noticeable small ridge feature to the north. 
 
There are several areas within the site where slopes 
are steeper than 8%, normally the maximum gradient 
for adoptable roads. Those areas are located in several 
locations including the steep northern slopes of the bowl 
shaped land to the east, and in several localised areas 
north of Whitestripes Road. 

Topography
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2.6 Views and visibility  

A formal, technical assessment of the visibility of the 
development has been carried out as part of the 
Landscape and Visual Impact Study in the EIA for 
Grandhome. In broad terms, the issues relating to 
views and visibility can be summarised as follows: 
 
Inward looking views: 
Much of the site is relatively visually discreet but the 
highest parts of the site can be glimpsed from various 
points around the city, especially from other high points 
above the Dee and Don valleys. Specifically, trees 
lining Whitestripes Road form a noticeable silhouette 
on the skyline in views to the site from areas of high 
ground on the south and west margins of the city. This 
includes, for example, brief glimpses of the site in the 

distance in views from the A96/Inverurie approach at 
Tyrebagger, and from the A90 at Kincorth. 
 
More locally, topography, hedgerows and trees screen 
many views into the site, so that views into the northern 
and western parts of the site, especially, are partial and 
sporadic. The most open - and consequently most 
visible - part of the site is the farmland immediately 
north of the Parkway, where it is widely overlooked 
from roads on three sides: the A90, Whitestripes 
Avenue, and Whitestripes Road. For many of the 
houses in the neighbourhoods adjacent to the site, 
intervening topography, planting or development 
obscures views to the proposed new development; 
from further afield – at Middlefield and Cummings Park 
for example, the development will be glimpsed on the 
hillside in the distance. 
 

1   Least Visible:
      few residents or motorists overlook 

the site

2   Moderately Visible:
      some local residents and motorists  

have views to the site; views often 
partial or glimpsed

3   Most Visible: 
      Many residents and motorists have 

uninterrupted views to this part of 
the site from both local area and up 
to 6km away

Inward Views
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Outward looking views: 
When looking outwards from within the site, there are 
many attractive, open outlooks. Views to the west have 
long views to hills in the distance, with a mix of urban 
development and wooded slopes along the Don valley 
in the foreground. To the south and east there are 
views to the suburbs and the built up city centre, but 
this urban view is offset by a backdrop of expansive 
open skies and the North Sea beyond. 
 

From the part of the site north of Whitestripes Road 
the views are limited by trees to the south, east and 
west, but open to the north. These views are pleasant 
and rural, looking over a plateau of farmland spreading 
out to the horizon that is dotted with small farms and 
occasionally interrupted by strips of mature trees. 

 

Outward Views
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2.7 Aspect and shelter  

The south and east-facing parts of the site are also 
pleasantly sunny but lack shelter planting and are 
open and exposed to cool onshore winds. 
 
The northern parts of the site are exposed to 
northerly winds but the ‘Carrot Belt’ shelter planting 

along the east boundary helps to ameliorate the 
microclimate here. Having predominantly a north-facing 
aspect, this area gets less direct sunshine than more 
southerly parts of the site. 
 
Woodland blocks and tree belts throughout the site provide 
localised areas of shelter but also cast shadow which can 
create cold frost pockets, especially on the north side. 

 

Aspect and shelter
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2.8 Hydrology  

Whilst the River Don is prone to flooding, the entire 
Grandhome site lies within Flood Zone 1; it falls outwith 
the SEPA Indicative River and Coastal Flood Risk zone 
which is focused immediately south of the site along 
the River Don. 
 
Within the PPiP site boundary, the highest land, on 
Whitestripes Road, forms a watershed from which water 
drains predominantly to the north and south. Specifically, 

the site drains towards three low lying areas: towards to an 
area of low lying ground in the bottom of the bowl shaped 
landform north of the Parkway, to the small valley running west 
from Whitestripes Farm and to Grandhome Moss beyond the 
north boundary of the site. A small area in the south west of 
the site drains westwards towards the River Don.
 
The site is generally well drained, especially where there is 
sufficient gradient. There are, however, some small wet patches 
where agricultural drainage has failed, most notably in the low 
lying area south of the manganese quarry. 
 

Hydrology
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There are few permanent waterbodies with only a series 
of agricultural ditches and a flooded manganese quarry 
in the eastern part of the site. The manganese quarry is 
cut obliquely into a south-facing escarpment.  It remains 
as an excavation filled with water, with a cut rock face to 
the north that tapers to east and west, and with areas of 
tailings or spoil around its southern edge. Water enters 
the quarry from a pipe at the eastern end and a spring at 
the western end. The water body in the quarry narrows 
to a stream at its western end and discharges into one 
of the agricultural ditches that flows towards the A90.
 
Aberdeen City Council guidance stipulates that natural 
buffer strips must be incorporated when incorporating 
water bodies into developments. These should be a 
minimum of 3m either side of ditches and 6-20m along 
watercourses and around waterbodies [Draft Aberdeen 
LDP2012, Policy NE 8 Natural Heritage; Buffer Strips 
adjacent waterbodies Interim Supplementary Guidance 
September 2011].  
 

2.9 Landscape elements, scale and 
 character  

Taken as a whole, the nature of the site is distinctly 
rural and agricultural. The land is subdivided into an 
orthogonal pattern of fields enclosed by drystane 
dykes, fences or hedges, with lines of shelterbelt 
planting along main roads or field boundaries, and 
occasional, irregularly shaped blocks of mixed 
woodland. Trees on ridgelines are often seen against 
the sky and form attractive, feathered silhouettes. 
Robust granite houses and clusters of farm buildings 
are scattered in the landscape, usually accompanied 
by a group of trees planted to provide shelter.
 
The PPiP site is not homogeneous in terms 
of character though, but subdivides into two 
secondary character areas either side of the tree 
lined Whitestripes Road. North of this, the character 
is heavily influenced by long views north over a 

Character elements

1. Surface Patterns
agricultural processes 
leave distinctive patterns 
on the land

2. Mature Trees
very tall beech and Scot’s 
Pine, that are larger than 
human scale

3. Woodland
multi-layered, diverse, 
naturalistic, woodland 
blocks

4. Walls
traditional drystane dykes 
using stone from adjacent 
fields

5. Sky
expansive open skies, 
often with long distance 
views

6. Routes
paths and roads 
reinforced with walls, earth 
banks, avenue planting

7. Buildings
scattered, robust, simple 
buildings in local granite

8. Sound
wind in mature trees; 
traffic noises in the Don 
Valley; air traffic overhead

9. Colour
yellow, green, blue, copper, 
grey

10.  Pylons
large scale engineered 
structures cut across the 
landscape

11. Lond Distance Views
views connect the site to 
the city, the rural hinterland 
and the North Sea
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rolling mosaic of fields with large open skies above. 
Looking east there are glimpses through the Carrot 
Belt shelterbelt to suburban housing, while to the west, 
plantation trees contain and close off longer views. Just 
west of Whitestripes Farm, a small valley and ridge with 
a pair of cottages and a stone roundel form an attractive 
composition within the otherwise open landscape. The 
overhead power line and towers that cut north-south 
across this part of the site add an industrial feature that 
is at odds with the otherwise pastoral character.
 

South of Whitestripes Road but east of Monument 
Wood the site is influenced by the surrounding urban 
context, with its character being affected by the city 
and suburbs that dominate views to the west, south 
and east. The power line cutting across the site here 
adds further to the ‘urban fringe’ character. 
 
The whole site is affected by traffic noise and helicopters 
flying overhead so that even areas with a distinctly rural feel 
cannot escape the sense of proximity to the city. 
 

Scale and character
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2.10 Edges and boundaries   

A geometric network of field boundaries subdivides the site. 
Most boundaries are marked with stock proof fencing but 
there are also some dykes constructed out of fieldstone, 
sometimes combined with hedging and/or belts of trees. 
The pattern of enclosure makes a significant contribution 
to the character of the site, providing a reference to the way 
the land has traditionally been worked and giving it local 
distinctiveness. The traces of boundaries will be retained 
wherever possible, reinforced where necessary, and 
integrated with the masterplan layout. 

 

Walls
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2.11 Tree quality  

A full tree survey was carried out by a qualified 
arboriculturist in January 2012 and the findings are 
summarised as follows: 

There are three areas within the site boundary that 
are protected by policy and designated ‘Ancient 
Woodland Inventory – Long Established Woodland 
(of plantation origin)’:

–  part of Monument Wood, located in the centre of 
the southern part of the site

–  a strip of land south of the Whitestripes Road
–  the Carrot Belt and adjoining shelterbelt planting 

along Whitestripes Road 
 
There are two other areas designated as Ancient 
Woodland outside of but near the site boundary: 
–  Clerkhill Wood on the north boundary 
–  Persley Quarry woods to the immediate  

south of the site 
 

Nature designations
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An area protected by a Tree Preservation Order 
also lies on the southern boundary of the site, 
just north of, and contiguous with, Persley 
Quarry wood. 
 
The trees within the site are of variable condition 
but all contribute to some degree to both 
biodiversity and visual amenity. The presumption 
will be to retain and enhance current areas of 
tree planting, unless there is a compelling reason 
to remove it.
 

Most of the trees on the site, regardless of their condition, 
are seen as ‘valuable’ and worth retaining in current form, 
for visual reasons, because they frame dwellings, form 
attractive silhouettes on skylines/ridges, line key routes 
or otherwise usefully subdivide the landscape. A few 
areas have been identified as less valuable because the 
specimens are generally of poor quality, do not support 
biodiversity or would benefit from being be replaced by 
better quality or more appropriate species. Even here 
trees will be retained if they can act as a nurse crop for 
new planting that will ultimately replace it.
 

Tree and woodland quality
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2.12 Ecology and Green Space Network 

The closest areas of significant ecological interest to the 
Grandhome site are Corby, Lily and Bishop’s Lochs Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSCI), which are 1.9km to the 
north of Grandhome. While the site itself does not include 
any statutory wildlife sites, it does include areas that are 
designated under the Local Development Plan; the site 
includes or adjoins a number of areas which were previously 
classified as District Wildlife Sites, namely Persley Quarries, 
Clerkhill Wood and Monument Wood. Although these sites 
are no longer protected, the masterplan recognises their 
still-significant biodiversity potential, and aspires to preserve 
and improve those which fall within the site. 

Outside of the wooded areas, most of the site is 
intensively farmed land and generally of no more than 
local habitat value. 
 
The Aberdeen City Council Local Development Plan (LDP) 
highlights the importance of the ‘Green Space Network’ 
(GSN).  The principles promoted in the LDP have been 
used to configure an extensive network of green spaces 
within the Grandhome masterplan and connecting to areas 
beyond the boundary. The network includes a prime north-
south link connecting through Monument Wood, while 
additional green corridors spread towards the west and 
east and join a second major green space corridor running 
north-south along the power line corridor.  

 

Green Space Network
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2.13 Archaeology 

Two features within the site are considered to be of medium 
sensitivity - Whitestripes Burial Ground and the crop mark 
of a possible hinge, both of which are located in the vicinity 
of Whitestripes Farm. Two further features, both possible 
enclosures, are of unknown sensitivity, whilst all other features 
are considered to be of no more than local sensitivity. 
 
The only feature nearby of high sensitivity in terms of 
national and international importance is Foucausie stone 
circle, a scheduled ancient monument, located outside the 
development boundary in Clerkhill Wood. 
 
The potential impact of the Grandhome development on all 
of the monuments and sites identified has been considered 
during the evolution of the masterplan. 
 

2.14 Soils  

The PPiP site has been classed by the Soil Survey of 
Scotland Land Capability for Agriculture (LCA) map 
as predominantly Class 3 Division 2, i.e. land capable 
of supporting mixed agriculture, with soil and wetness 
limitations. In addition, the most steeply sloping parts of the 
site are defined as Class 4.2, i.e. land capable of producing a 
narrow range of crops. 
 

2.15 Technical constraints 

Airport restrictions
The Grandhome development lies within 2-4.5km of 
Aberdeen airport and as such well within the airport 
authority’s (BAA’s) 13km area of concern where new 
development is proposed.
 
The Civil Aviation Authority, Airport Operators Association 
and the General Aviation Awareness Council have produced 
joint design advice for developments that lie in close 
proximity to airports, with their Advice Note 3, Safeguarding 
of Aerodromes - Potential Bird Hazards from Amenity 
Landscaping and Building Design, noting that: 

’Many of the design features of building developments and 
their associated landscaping are commonly attractive to 

birds, particularly tree and shrub planting, and the creation or 
enhancement of a water feature. Therefore, where features 
attractive to birds are included in a proposed development 
on an aerodrome or the surrounding environment, it is 
essential that the hazard to aviation posed by these birds is 
addressed’.
 
The designers will seek to apply CAA design guidance with 
respect to water bodies, plant selection and planting layout, 
and attempt to reconcile it with the vision of high amenity, 
attractive and ecologically worthwhile green spaces at 
Grandhome. There may be a need for ongoing monitoring as 
part of a Bird Hazard Management Plan.
 
High voltage power line
The high voltage overhead power line that runs north-south 
across the site will be retained. National Grid guidance 
stipulates that a 50m wayleave must be established along 
such power lines, within which built development is not 
permitted. There is some opportunity however, to introduce 
non-built development within the wayleave, including car 
parking, recreational space and the like, and some types of 
tree planting may permitted subject to agreement from the 
relevant authorities. The design objective will be to make 
optimal use of this corridor as open space and for certain 
types of infrastructure, while ensuring such elements are 
thoroughly integrated within the wider masterplan layout.  
Specifically, the design will seek to obscure the parallel edges 
of the wayleave as far as possible to avoid an unnatural 
‘tramline’ effect within the development. 
 
Detailed discussions with Scottish and Southern Energy will 
be required to agree the specifics of proposed planting types, 
heights and positions where it is situated close to or within 
the designated wayleave.
 
The visual impact of the cable lines and towers will be 
addressed in the design.  There will be very limited views 
to the power lines from many parts of the built up area 
due to the screening effect of surrounding buildings, but 
there will be views from open edges of the development, 
especially around the edges of the green corridors within 
which the power line runs.  Clearly, it will not be possible 
to hide such large structures, but it is possible to deploy 
design strategies that minimise their visual impact. The 
most significant negative impact occurs where there are 
direct and close up views to the towers themselves. Where 
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possible, streets will be orientated to avoid aligning 
with the towers, and buildings will be orientated so that 
windows are at oblique angles to the towers. Trees 
will also been placed strategically in the landscape to 
deflect eye level views. To effectively obscure views to tall 
structures, planting must be close to the viewer rather 
than the structure, so planting will be introduced along the 
key routes leading in and out of the open green corridors 
where the towers will be most visible. 

2.16 Summary of opportunities and   
 challenges 
 

CHALLengeS

–  the site has a rolling topography that adds interest 
but includes gradients that will affect drainage, layout 
geometry and the distribution of uses 

–  localised parts of the site lack positive natural 
drainage 

–  some areas may be exposed and it may be 
necessary to introduce shelter planting to make open 
spaces more comfortable to use

–  ground conditions are moderately suitable 
for cultivation; there are opportunities during 
construction to improve conditions for new planting  

–  some of the existing tree cover is plantation of poor 
amenity or ecological value and should be replaced 
with more diverse mixed woodland

–  certain important trees are mature and a long term 
management plan will be needed to ensure the 
proper phasing of replacement planting

–  many forms of development are excluded from 
the wayleave of the high voltage power line that 
traverses the site; integrating the corridor with 
the surrounding development will be a key design 
objective

–  significant design constraints will be placed on the 
design by the airport authorities due to the proximity 
of the site to the airport

–  some remedial treatment of the manganese quarry 
may be required to capitalise on it as a landscape 
feature

–  Limited biodiversity interest and public access
 

OPPORTunITIeS

–  the varied landform and distinct character areas 
can be developed to create neighbourhoods with a 
distinct identity; a light-handed approach to grading 
can reduce the impact of development on the natural 
landscape and help promote workable sustainable 
urban drainage systems

–  existing blocks and strips of trees helpfully divide up 
the development area; existing trees can be retained 
whilst new trees are planted to increase the quality 
and variety of planting across the site 

–  Monument Wood is of historical interest and 
moderate ecological value. It is also a landmark on 
a visible ridgeline; special consideration should be 
given to protecting and enhancing this wood

–  high quality and attractive landscape features outside 
but adjacent to the site can be connected through 
the proposed development; the planned Green 
Space Network will provide opportunities to link 
surrounding landscape assets to and through the 
site, improving access for the public and enhancing 
biodiversity

–  the restriction on building within the power line 
wayleave leaves a generous landscape corridor 
running from north to south of the site; this corridor 
has significant potential for the development of 
enriched habitats, recreational space and sustainable 
urban drainage features 

–  although limitations will be placed on the introduction 
of water to the scheme by the airport authorities, 
existing water bodies on site have potential to be 
attractive features within public open spaces

–  the agricultural value of the land is generally 
assessed as only moderate but the land may provide 
a very attractive residential environment

–  the site is well connected, both in terms of vehicle 
routes and footpath/cycle routes; there is an 
opportunity to extend the network of Core Paths to 
create short and long walking/cycling routes through 
the proposed development and to areas beyond 

–  typical local landscape elements such as stone walls, 
woodland blocks and tree belts can be retained 
within the scheme; interpretations of traditional 
features can be used in new landscapes within the 
development to reinforce local distinctiveness 
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3.1 Landscape concept  

GSN (Green Space Network) principles illustrated 
in the LDP have been used to configure an 

3. Landscape Strategy

extensive network of green space within the masterplan 
area that also connects to areas beyond the boundary. 
The network includes the prime north-south link 
between Clerkhill Wood, Monument Wood and Persley 

Landscape concept
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Wood indicated in the LDP, while more than 
double that quantity of green space has been 
added, with additional green corridors spreading 
towards the west and east, and linking to a further 
major green space corridor running north and 
linking to Grandhome Moss.
 
The green corridors have been designed to meet 
the Council’s requirements for GSN by: 

–  protecting and enhancing designated 
natural heritage sites - incorporating existing 
wet and wooded areas 

–  improving connectivity between habitats and 
open spaces - including ‘wild’ landscapes as 
well as more gardenesque spaces 

–  promoting opportunities for physical activity 
and access to the outdoors - incorporating 
recreational space 

–  taking into account climate change 
adaptation opportunities and flood 
risk or alleviation - most notably by 
accommodating suds features

 
The landscape concept diagram shows in notional 
terms the principle of a green web - or matrix 
- that spans the site. The matrix represents the 
network of green spaces running through the new 
development that will have multiple functions. The 
matrix will, for example, define neighbourhoods, 
act as a setting for recreational facilities, provide 
linked up habitats for wildlife, and incorporate a 
dedicated, connected set of paths to allow people 
to move freely through the development on foot or 
by bike.
 
The configuration of the matrix builds upon 
existing landscape features such as woodland 
blocks, tree belts and topographical features that 
subdivide the site. The distinct character zones 
that it creates, to the west, north and east, will 
be reinforced in the new development, through a 
tailored approach to the design of buildings and 
landscapes in different neighbourhoods.
 
Important ridge lines and tree belts that contribute 
to the silhouette of the site when seen from afar, 

and that currently subdivide the site, will be retained 
and enhanced, connected up and reinforced with 
additional planting. This includes key tree belts in 
and around the edge of the PPiP site, including new 
planting to connect significant woodland blocks 
at Persley Quarry, Monument Wood and Clerkhill 
Woods. The linked woodlands will create an important 
north-south landscape corridor separating a potential 
future ‘Donside’ neighbourhood to the west and the 
earlier phases of development facing east. 
 
The green matrix incorporates several public 
parks as key social spaces at the heart of different 
neighbourhood.s They will be designed to serve both 
new and existing communities. Within the PPiP area 
there will be a town park area south of Whitestripes 
Road and a smaller, neighbourhood park in the area 
north of Whitestripes Road.
 
There will also be a full complement of social and 
recreational nodes scattered throughout the green 
space matrix, forming points of interest and focal 
points. These will include civic squares, village greens, 
playgrounds, seating areas, viewpoints, sites for 
public art and the like.
 

3.2 Structuring elements  

The green space matrix will comprise a hierarchy of 
landscape elements based on the type, scale and 
function of the space:
 
Key landscape links 
Large scale spaces and significant blocks of trees 
connecting to make a green network running through 
the site; the configuration of these is driven by both 
habitat and amenity potential. 
 
Secondary green spaces 
Public green space outside the key landscape links 
usually accommodating secondary or supporting 
uses and including school grounds, urban greens  
or landscape strips subdividing neighbourhoods; 
design may be formal or informal but the design  
of elements within the spaces will be driven by  
habitat potential.
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Landscape structure

Buffer Strips 
Narrow strips of planting used primarily to define 
boundaries or to screen or filter views to the 
development.
 

Minor landscape links and avenues 
Urban spaces with intermittent greenery including, for 
example, street trees, shrub beds, verges , greens or 
other areas of lawn, climbers and container planting. 
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3.3  Landscape framework  

The vision for Grandhome is to create a settlement with 
a high proportion of open space, accommodating a 
full range of uses such as formal recreational facilities 

and informal places for rest and relaxation, as well as 
natural, untamed areas that support biodiversity. 
 
The urbanist philosophy of the masterplanners 
has been protected and developed throughout the 

Landscape framework
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design. In essence this means that particular 
attention has been paid to the character of spaces 
and landscapes so that they complement the 
surrounding townscape and thereby reinforce the 
masterplanner’s ‘Transect’ principles. This ensures 
the creation of spaces of an appropriate nature in 
the right locations. In the densest urban areas for 
example, spaces are predominantly hard, formal 
and orderly, and designed to have a civic function; 
in the parkland outside built up areas there are 
more informal, rustic landscapes orientated more 
towards the support of biodiversity.
 
As per policy and best practice, all existing 
watercourses have been retained and incorporated 
into the masterplan layout (albeit this is subject 
to the approval of the airport authorities). Within 
the PPiP area, existing water features - a series 
of manmade drainage ditches and the flooded 
manganese quarry - have been integrated within 
public green space and developed as attractive 
landscape features. 
 
The flooded manganese quarry and ditches will be 
developed to:

–  assist with the efficient management of water
–  provide an attractive landscape feature (while 

preserving public safety)
–  enhance biodiversity
 
It is proposed that the field drainage channels 
running east-west and north-south from the 
quarry are integrated with the townscape, as small 
watercourses in landscape corridors. The structures 
at bridging points will be kept minimal and leave a 
continuous channel bed. Following traditional towns 
and villages, the character of the watercourses will 
change depending on the nature of the surrounding 
context, being more rustic in lower density areas 
but becoming more formal in more dense, urban 
areas. Details of the design will be provided during 
masterplan development.
 
The Grandhome masterplan includes a broad range 
of different types of open space, with many types of 
green space and uses within each neighbourhood. 
The range of uses and features for each space type 
can be described as follows:
 

existing woodland
Existing woodland will be retained and actively managed. 
Where there is monoculture plantation it will be replaced 
over time with a mix of native species, with planting 
designed to optimise habitat value. Informal paths will be 
sensitively incorporated to provide public access. 
  

new woodland
New, mixed-species, structurally diverse woodland 
will be planted in key locations.  New woodland will 
incorporate native deciduous and coniferous species 
and will be designed to meet objectives for both 
amenity and ecology. In key public areas there will be 
a low proportion of understorey plants to maintain 
sightlines and encourage a sense of security.
  
The characteristic Carrot Belt feathered silhouette on 
the city skyline will be protected and extended. New tree 
belts will be used as green and softening subdividing 
filters running through the development. These will 
function partly as connected ecological corridors 
between woodland blocks but are also important 
movement corridors for people on foot or bike. In places 
the new woodland will have an open understorey to 
fcailitate public access. Preference will be given to a 
north-south orientation where possible to avoid tree 
belts creating dense shade. 
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Meadow + copse parkland
Informal parkland will weave between, and connect, 
more formal recreational spaces. This type of 
landscape will include a variety of open, dry and damp 
grass areas, potentially maintained for diversity by using 
a varied management regime. Meadow and copse 
parkland will be used for informal amenity purposes 
and to create important grassland habitats (subject to 
CCA approval). Sculpted earth shaping may be used 
to create visual interest and guide views and patterns 
of movement. Copses of trees will be arranged to 
complement the earth shaping and the space will be 
crossed by a network of formal and informal paths
 

exploit the potential of the south-facing aspect 
here.  Ornamental tree species and /or arboretum 
planting will be introduced to create a distinct 
character for part of the Town Park, based on 
the strong historical park design traditions in 
Aberdeen. The park may include a series of 
distinct garden areas with different characters and 
purposes, with focal spaces at meeting points, 
where there are appropriate places for resting or 
where there is potential to exploit scenic views. 
Formal facilities such as seating, shelters, play 
areas and informal sports will be incorporated in 
the park.

Town Park
The park will take the form of a formal public park 
and/or public gardens; it will be a destination at the 
heart of the new development that will attract local 
residents and those from further afield. The ground 
may be sculpted to create a series of terraces to 

 
Local Park
These will be public gardens at the heart of each 
neighbourhood. Where relevant the design of these 
parks will protect and develop existing attractive 
features such as trees, burns or stone walls. There 
will be lawn areas for informal recreation and a mix 
of formal and informal tree planting will subdivide 
the spaces, frame views and define activity zones. 
Formal facilities such as play spaces, seating, 
shelter, bowling greens, remembrance gardens or 
community orchards will be incorporated within the 
park, as appropriate. 
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Civic space
Civic squares will be formal urban spaces, usually 
around civic buildings. Such spaces may include 
hard and/or soft landscaping and will include flexible 
spaces for public gatherings and events. They will 
include sites for civic art or commemorative features 
that may be commissioned by the surrounding 
community once it has become established. 
Provision will be made for parking for events
  

Avenue
Avenues of formal tree species will be planted on 
key streets in single or double, opposite or staggered 
rows, Avenues may be designed to be planted in grass 
verges (potentially integrated with SUDS features) or 
into hard paving, depending on context. Hardy species 
with distinctive form and/or seasonal effects will be 
selected.
  

Village green 
Greens are informal green spaces intended to 
act as focal points for individual neighbourhoods. 
Existing features such as trees, burns or stone 
walls will be protected and integrated in the 
design. Village greens will be predominantly soft, 
dominated by areas of lawn and ornamental trees, 
and designed for flexible use by the residents of 
the surrounding area.
 

Pedestrian green links
‘Green links’ are pedestrian and cycle-priority links 
running through blocks. The detail of their character will 
vary from neighbourhood to neighbourhood, but they 
will be predominantly hard with localised planting where 
space permits, where the lane widens or where there are 
small squares. The provision of secondary greening – 
from resident’s pots and window boxes, climbers on walls, 
terrace or garden planting - will be actively encouraged.
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Play zone
Formal play areas will be provided, designed to exploit 
the surrounding landscape character to create a diverse 
range of play environments. Play spaces may be formal 
or informal and will include areas of ‘natural play’ where 
natural materials will be used rather than conventional 
play equipment. Different age groups will be catered for 
in ways that minimise conflict, as per best practice
  

Allotments
Land will be set aside for individuals or community 
groups to grow their own produce.  Such areas may 
include traditional allotments, community gardens, 
‘edible playgrounds’ or orchards. Communities may 
also be able to adopt 
 

Sports facilities
Indoor and outdoor sports facilities will be provided, 
for shared school and community use. Formal 
sports courts and pitches will be centred in school 
campuses where they will be well used and well 
looked after. This will be supplemented with 
secondary, informal sports opportunities in public 
open spaces throughout the development.  

SuDs
This includes infrastructure for sustainable drainage 
but wherever possible, SUDs features will also provide 
an amenity resource and/or be designed to enhance 
biodiversity
 

edge/buffer landscape
Structural edge planting will be introduced to screen 
or filter views along the margins of the site or between 
neighbourhoods. Decorative plant species will be 
selected for use along visible, developed edges where 
it will be designed to contribute to the composition of 
key views to the development. Buffer landscapes will 
be multifunctional, incorporating SUDs infrastructure or 
paths for example, and the approach to planting will be 
designed to enhance biodiversity.
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3.4 Planting design 

Different plant species are appropriate for different 
spaces and care will be taken to ensure that species 
of the appropriate scale, nature and appearance are 
selected. Wherever possible plants will be combined in 
mixes that mimic natural associations. 
 
The choice of species for each area of planting will 
depend on local circumstances such as microclimate, 
ground conditions and surrounding uses, but typical 
species include those in the following lists:

Woodland blocks and shelterbelts 
Mixed, structurally diverse woodland with dominant 
native species such as oak and Scots Pine; woodland 
blocks have understorey layers but other types of 
woodland (eg in open parkland) are clear at ground level.
 

Canopy                                                                                                         
Scots Pine  Pinus sylvestris
Beech  Fagus sylvatica
Sycamore  Acer spp
Oak     Quercus spp
Ash*   Fraxinus excelsior
Wych Elm  Ulmus glabra
Silver Birch  Betula pendula
Downy Birch  Betula pubescens
Bird Cherry   Prunus avium
Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia

Canopy                                                                                                         
Scots Pine  Pinus sylvestris
Beech  Fagus sylvatica
Sycamore  Acer spp
Oak     Quercus spp
Ash*   Fraxinus excelsior
Wych Elm  Ulmus glabra
Silver Birch  Betula pendula

Downy Birch  Betula pubescens
Bird Cherry   Prunus avium
Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia
Alder   Alnus glutinosa

Understorey/edge/groundcover 
Holly   Ilex aquifolium
Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa
Elder   Sambucus nigra
Guelder Rose  Viburnum opulus
Dog rose  Rosa canina
Field Rose  Rosa arvensis
Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum
 
*subject to progression of Chalara fraxinea 

 
Riparian woodland 
Mixed deciduous and evergreen woodland around 
water bodies; similar to woodland block planting but 
with additional moisture-tolerant species.
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Woolly Willow Salix Lantana
Eared Willow Salix aurata
Goat Willow Salix caprea
Sallow Salix cinera
Purple Willow Salix purpurea
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia
Alder   Alnus glutinosa

Understorey/edge/groundcover 
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
Holly   Ilex aquifolium
Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa
Elder   Sambucus nigra
Guelder Rose  Viburnum opulus
Dog rose  Rosa canina
Field Rose  Rosa arvensis
Ivy   Hedera helix
Honeysuckle  Lonicera periclymenum
Juniper Juniper communis

 
urban trees and avenues
Trees planted in road verges, on the edge of green spaces 
or in footways or shared surfaces. Includes ornamental 
species suited to planting in public green spaces 
throughout the settlement, including parks, playgrounds 
and sports facilities. Semi-mature specimens will be 
planted in prominent or especially visible spaces such as 
on key approaches or in civic spaces and neighbourhood 
parks, to provide some early maturity and scale.

Alder   Alnus spp
Lime   Tilia pp
Maple  Acer spp
Austrian Pine  Pinus nigra
Horse Chestnut  Aesculus hippocastanum

Small/Medium
Hornbeam  Carpinus betulus “Fastigiata”
Rowan  Sorbus aucuparia “Sheerwater Seedling”
Pyrus   Pyrus chanticleer
Hawthorn  Crataegus spp
Rowan  Sorbus spp
Hornbeam  Carpinus

 
Hedges
Hedge, shrub and herbaceous plants will be selected to bring 
a distinct character and year round interest to public spaces 
and individual neighbourhoods. In places hedges may be used 
as a significant structural element, especially where they are 
used to define individual plot boundaries and along roadsides.

Large/medium
Beech  Fagus spp
Ash*   Fraxinus spp
Oak  Quercus spp

Formal hedging
Beech  Fagus sylvatica
Copper Beech  Fagus sylvatica ‘Purpurea”
Holly   Ilex aquilfolium
Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna

Informal hedging
Hawthorn  Crataegus monogyna mix
Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa mix
Guelder Rose  Viburnum opulus mix
Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa mix
Dog rose  Rosa canina mix
Holly   Ilex aquifolium mix
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3.5 Open space standards  

Approximately 62 hectares of public open space will 
be provided within Phases 1 to 5 of the Grandhome 
development, 17 hectares more than the minimum 
indicated by the Aberdeen City Council Open Space 
Supplementary Guidance 2012. 
 
The open space is configured as a connected 
network, within the site and linking to corridors 
beyond the site, to expand and enhance the 
wider Green Space Network in north Aberdeen. 
There will be a full complement of open spaces 
designed to both support biodiversity and for the 
community to use for a broad range of active and 
passive recreation. The layout of open space, and 
sports, leisure and recreational facilities has been 
influenced by certain key design considerations, 
including the following:
 
1 Taking account of existing site assets
The proposals build on existing site assets by 
protecting and enhancing attractive wooded 
areas and by using naturally sheltered areas for 
passive recreational uses. Sports fields have been 
introduced where the site levels can accommodate 
the need for level ground, while sites close to 
landscape features such as water bodies or 
interesting topography have been developed to 
exploit the additional amenity they offer.
 
2 Optimising accessibility
Ensuring that public open spaces are accessible 
for the whole community has been a key influence 
on the configuration of the public open space. 
For example, the town park is centrally located, 
within a 10 minute walk of every residence, while a 
separate local park has been located in the northern 
part of the site to serve the local neighbourhood 
there. There will be play areas for 8 year olds and 
under within a 5 minute walk (400m) of every new 
dwelling, and play spaces for older children within 
a 10-15 minute walk (maximum of 1000m) of every 
dwelling. 
 

New and improved pedestrian and cycle links will 
encourage widespread use of open space by all 
who live nearby as well as by others from areas 
beyond the boundary.
 
3 Capitalising on synergy between community 
facilities
Public open spaces and recreational facilities 
can be valuable focal points for individual 
neighbourhoods, where residents can come 
together and a sense of community is cultivated. 
Squares, greens or parks have been clustered at 
the heart of each neighbourhood, close to shopping 
areas and other community facilities, where 
residents will naturally congregate. The spaces also 
provide opportunities for the community to gather 
for events.
 
At Grandhome, school sports facilities will also 
function as community facilities, which ensures they 
will be both well used and well looked after. 
 
4 Meeting open space standards
The open space provision in the masterplan has 
been assessed against various recognised open 
space standards including PAN 65: Planning and 
Open Space, SPP 11: Open Space and Physical 
Activity, Fields in Trust: Planning and Design for 
Outdoor Sport and Play and Aberdeen City Council 
Open Space Supplementary Guidance 2012 
 
The scheme complies with both PAN 65: Planning 
and Open Space, and Aberdeen City Council Open 
Space Supplementary Guidance 2012. All of the 
categories of open space described in the SG are 
provided, as well as additional types of open space 
including civic spaces, village greens, a town park 
and local neighbourhood parks.
 
In light of the findings of the Aberdeen City 
Council’s Open Space Audit (April 2010), it has 
been assumed that the Grandhome development 
will be largely self-contained in terms of public open 
space provision. All space categories are provided 
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for within the site at or beyond the minimum required 
in the guidance, except for outdoor sports which will 
be partly catered for by existing neighbouring sports 
facilities within walking distance of Grandhome.
 
There are 23 hectares of Natural Green space and 
Green Corridors in Grandhome. Ultimately, the area of 
‘natural’ landscape is likely to be greater than this, but 
for the purposes of the measuring exercise ‘Natural 
Green space and Green Corridors’ have been assumed 
to comprise the key green links running through the 
development, excluding the town and neighbourhood 
parks, sports grounds, civic spaces, village greens, play 
areas, avenues/green streets, edge/buffer landscapes, 
verges/planting in hard spaces and allotments. 
 
All types of public open space will continue to be 
assessed throughout the refinement of the masterplan, 
in terms of walking distance, size and nature, to ensure 
that the new community at Grandhome has convenient 
access to a suitable range of high quality, place-based 
recreational facilities.
 
 
To summarise:

–  public open space represents approximately 
27% of the site area for Phases 1 to 5 of the 
Grandhome development 

–  the provision for play meets or exceeds 
the recommendations in the Fields in Trust 
standards for play areas for different age 
groups (LAPs, LEAPs and NEAPs), both in 
terms of distribution/walking distance and the 
size of play areas provided

–  there is a an under-provision of ‘Outdoor 
Sports’ but this is offset by significant existing 
provision of outdoor sports facilities within  
the prescribed 15 minutes walking distance  
of the site 

Management  
Several potential options for management of the public 
open space are currently being assessed, including 
those set out in Section 11 of the SG. The implications 
for long term management and maintenance will guide 
design decisions through all stages of masterplan 
development. In addition, detailed proposals for 
the maintenance of individual open spaces will be 
developed through the Masterplan process for each 
phase.
 
A tree survey and a woodland management plan will be 
submitted as part of the detailed planning applications 
for each phase of development. 
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APPENDIX 2: Open Space Plans   
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ACC REQUIREMENTS EXTRAPOLATED PROPOSED

OPEN SPACE 
TYPE

size per 
facility

walking distance per 1000 
residents

for 4,700 UNITS /
16,100 residents

number total area

AC
C

  O
pe

n 
Sp

ac
e 

ca
te

go
rie

s

Play zone/other 
play areas

min 
1500m2

within 400m/5 
mins walk

0.3 ha 4.8ha 9 4.8ha

Large scale play 
zone

min 
2500m2

- - - 1 0.25ha

Outdoor sports 
areas

- within 1200m 1.6ha 25.6ha 2
(5 inc 
existing**)

7.53
(42.1 ha inc 
existing**)

Allotments or 
community 
gardens

- max 800m 0.3 ha per 1000 
properties with 
less than 60m2 
private green 
space

0.47ha*** 2 0.65ha

Natural green 
space and green 
corridors

- within 
400m>2ha; 
2000m>5ha

1ha 16.1ha - 23ha

Town Park - - - - 1 7.5ha

Ad
di

tio
na

l s
pa

ce
 ty

pe
s 

in
 m

as
te

rp
la

n Neighbourhood 
Park

- - - - 1 1.5ha

Village Greens - - - - 5 3.5ha

Civic Squares - - - - 3 1.5ha

Other 
landscaped 
areas 

- - - - - 12ha

TOTAL OPEN SPACE AS REQ’D BY 
ACC: 45 ha

AS 
PROPOSED: 62.2 ha****

PPiP area - Phases 1 to 5
gross site area: 226.73 ha 
number of units: 4700 

Overall space requirements: 
ACC Open Space Supplementary Guidance, para 6.2, 
Standards for Open Space in Greenfield, Residential 
Development* requires 2.8 hectares per 1000 residents
Therefore total required for or 16,100 resident (4,700 
units) = 45 hectares

 Table notes
 All areas approximate
– Not specified/not applicable
*  ACC open space categories as per Figure 5: Categories of Open Space; 

ACC Open Space Supplementary Guidance
**  3 no. existing sports facilities within walking distance + 2 no. proposed = 

5 no. total
  Existing sports facilities include: Middleton Park -3 ha, Bannatyne’s 

Health Club - 0.6ha, Woodside Sports Complex - 17 ha, Barracuda’s/
One Sport - 14ha

  Total existing = 34.6ha, total proposed in addition: 7.53 ha
***  Estimate based on calculations one third of households will have <60m2 

garden space
****  Excluding existing sports provision outside the site boundary

APPENDIX 3: Open Space Provision  
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